THE ABYSSINIAN FIASCO
50 miles inside Abyssinia. In January 1935 M.
Laval concluded a treaty with Mussolini by which
France disinterested herself in Abyssinia. About
the same time, or soon after, Mussolini also
negotiated with our Foreign Office. He seems to
have come away with the impression that he had
squared Great Britain also and had nothing to
fear from her opposition, provided that due
respect was paid to her interest in Lake Tana
and the irrigation of Egypt and the Sudan.
At any rate Mussolini acted as if he had been
duly authorized to seize Abyssinia. All through
the latter part of 1934 and the first half of 1935
he openly made elaborate preparations for his
conquest. Nothing was done either by Britain
or by France or by the League of Nations to
discourage or to stop him. The most moving
appeals by the Emperor of Abyssinia to the
League were postponed and pigeon-holed. And
all this time Britain and France were refusing
to let any arms and ammunition pass through
their territories into Abyssinia, on the trans-
parent plea of strict neutrality, though it was
plain that Italy not only could manufacture
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